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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the world’s leading learning 

com pany. We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including academ ic, vocat ional,  

occupat ional and specific program m es for em ployers. For further inform at ion visit  our 

qualificat ions websites at  www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC 

qualificat ions. 

Alternat ively, you can get  in touch with us using the details on our contact  us page at  

www.edexcel.com / contactus. 

 

 

I f you have any subject  specific quest ions about  this specificat ion that  require the help 

of a subject  specialist , you can speak direct ly to the subject  team  at  Pearson.  

Their contact  details can be found on this link:  www.edexcel.com / teachingservices. 

 

 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert  service at  www.edexcel.com / ask. You will 

need an Edexcel usernam e and password to access this service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pear son :  h e lp in g  p eop le p r og r ess, ev er y w h er e 

Our aim  is to help everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We believe in 

every kind of learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve 

been involved in educat ion for over 150 years, and by working across 70 count r ies, in 

100 languages, we have built  an internat ional reputat ion for our com m itm ent  to high 

standards and raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  m ore 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com / uk 
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Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 

  



 

I n t r od u ct ion  

 

This was the second exam inat ion of the new I nternat ional GCSE 

specificat ion and the num ber of candidates was roughly the sam e as in 

2011. Overall,  there was a slight  im provem ent  in the general perform ance, 

but  an unusual feature was its polar isat ion. There were a significant  and 

heartening num ber of candidates towards the top end of the m ark range. 

They were counterbalanced, however, by a grouping of candidates towards 

the bot tom  end. I n other words, there was a dearth of candidates 

perform ing in the m iddle m ark range. This unusual pat tern of discr im inat ion 

within the candidature perhaps calls for som e explanat ion. I s it  sim ply that  

som e cent res have got  to gr ips with the dem ands of the Specificat ion whilst  

others are failing their  students in term s of preparat ion for the exam inat ion? 

We cannot  be certain. 

 

Candidates coped well with the answer-book form at  of the exam inat ion that  

was first  int roduced last  year. The allocat ion of lines to each quest ion part  

seem s to have been well j udged in term s of what  candidates were prepared 

to write, with the notable except ion of the part  (c)  elem ent  of quest ions 2 to 

7. Here lined spaces rem ained unfilled. Candidates do need to be rem inded 

that  they should devote a com m ensurate am ount  of t im e and effort  for the 

six m arks on offer for this quest ion part .   

 

 

Sect ion  A 

 

Q.1 ,  the com pulsory quest ion, seeks to test  the candidate’s m ore general 

knowledge of Bangladesh. I n Part  (a) ( i)  few were able to nam e the physical 

region – i.e. the Him alayan foothills or piedm ont . Perhaps the m ost  

worrying default  was in (b) ( i)  where only a sm all num ber of candidates 

were aware of the nam e given to the seasonal reversal of wind direct ion – 

i.e. m onsoon. Many candidates st ruggled in (c) ( i)  and ( ii) ,  but  were 

st ronger in dealing with (d) ( i)  and ( ii) .  

 

 

Sect ion  B 

 

Of the two opt ional quest ions in this sect ion, Q2 was significant ly m ore 

popular. Perhaps first -hand experience helped candidates to cope well with 

all three sub-parts of (a) . The answers to all sub-parts of (b) )  were also 

quite well inform ed. I n (c)  som e candidates provided only a descript ive 

account  of hum an hazards rather than looking at  ways people m ake worse 

the im pacts of natural hazards, such as floods and storm  surges. 

 

Responses to parts (a)  and (b)  of Q3 showed a general thinness of 

knowledge and understanding. However, in m ost  cases this lapse was 

com pensated by a st ronger perform ance when tackling part  ( c) . Most  

candidates were able to cite, if not  explain, a num ber of resources provided 

by Bangladesh’s forests. 

 

 

 



 

 

Sect ion  C 

 

Q4 was the preferred quest ion in this sect ion.  An insecure grasp of the 

m eaning of ‘populat ion density’ and a tendency to explain populat ion 

change in term s of only m igrat ion ( i.e. ignoring natural change)  had a 

depressing im pact  on perform ance. So too the m isconcept ion in (b) ( i)  that  

urbanisat ion is only about  rural- to-urban m igrat ion. However, in (b) ( ii)  

candidates had no difficulty in point ing out  three valid differences between 

Dhaka and Chit tagong. I n (c)  candidates seem ed well acquainted with the 

problem s confront ing rural areas in Bangladesh, but  too m any were content  

sim ply to list  rather than explain them . 

 

Although fewer candidates at tem pted Q5 than Q4, the perform ance was 

altogether bet ter. The causes of poverty were well understood in (a) ( ii) ,  so 

too  the part  that  educat ion has to play in reducing the level of poverty in 

( iii) .  I n (b)  candidates were generally well inform ed about  the dom est ic 

‘costs’ of internat ional em igrat ion and understood the significance of 

rem it tances. Part  ( c)  was yet  another chance to pick a quest ion on what  is 

seem ingly a very popular topic, nam ely rural- to-urban m igrat ion. Most  

answers were, however, rather one-sided in that  they focused on the ‘pull’ 

of urban areas to the neglect  of the ‘push’ forces rural areas.  

 

Sect ion  D 

 

I n this Sect ion, there was an equal pat ronage of Q6 and Q7. Parts (a)  and 

(b)  of Q6 produced a good num ber of sound responses, but  it  was in (c)  

that  too m any candidates were found want ing. Knowledge of problem s 

created by the Green Revolut ion was dist inct ly thin and patchy.  I n Q7(a) ( i)  

candidates were unable to define the term  ‘developm ent ’, whilst  in (b) ( i)  

few used the generic term  ‘services’ to describe the type of econom ic 

act ivit y that  dist inguishes the tert iary sector. Most  candidates just  listed a 

few exem plar act ivit ies – shops, offices, etc. I n (b) ( ii) ,  explaining the 

significance of the tert iary sector as an indicator of the level of developm ent  

challenged all but  the st rongest  candidates.  

 

But  this was not  the case in (c)  where there was widespread grasp of the 

ways in which Bangladesh is becom ing involved in the global econom y. 
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